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061752‐5501
FAX: 406‐257‐0349
RetDV13牛01
Apri:25,2001

TO: Jay & Kylanne Sandelin, 477 Ttnarack Creek Rd., Whitefish, 59937
Environmental Quali$ Council, Capitol Building, Helena, 5962G1704
Dept. of Environmental Quality, Metcalf Bldg., PO Box 200901, Holena, 5962G0901
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks: Direcior's Office, Legal Unit, and Enforcement
Evaleen Starkel, Montana Dept. of Livestock, Third Floor, Scott Hart Bldg., 301 Roberts, Helena, 59620
Mt Historical Society, SHPO, 225 Nor$ Roberts, Veteran's Memorial Bldg., Helena 59620
Montana State Library, 1515 East Sixth Ave., Helena, 5962G1800
John Mundinger, Consulting for Creative Solutions, LLC, 1414 Hauser Blvd., Helena, 59601
Jim Jensen, Montana Environmentallnformation Center, PO Box 1184, Helena, 59624
George Ochenski, PO Box 689, Helena, 59624
Wayne Hirst, Montana State Parks Foundation, PO Box 72E, Ubby, 59923
Montana State Parks Association, PO Box 699, Billings, 59103
Joe Gutkoski, Montana RiverAction Network,3O4 N 18m, Bozeman,59715
Flathead County Commissioners, 800 S. Main, Kalispell, 59901
Rep. Bob Layvson, PO Box 686, Whitefish, 59937-0686
Sen. Bob Depratu, PO Box 1217, Whiteftsh, 59937-1217

Ladies and Gentlemen: 
ar^:(e L'i 'r'>

Following an Environmental Analysis (EA) prepared last August for the Velvet Ridge alternative livestock
expansion project (Jay and Kylanne Sandelin, owners) near Whitefish, MT, FWP was informed of some desired
changes to the proposal. Primarily this involved fencing and using a 25-foot vegetative buffer strip along the
north boundary of the odginal 12- acre facility to use as an alleyway for the movement of elk between pens.
This 25-foot vegetative buffer had been identified as a stipulation in the original 1997 Decision Document and
also in the 2000 Proposal for Expansion as a mitigative measure to reduce the amount of nutrients and
microbes that may be present in spring run-off to the north.

Because the proposed changes would require the altering or deleting of a required stipulation related to this
alternative livestock facility, FWP has decided to solicit comments from the public in the form of a supplement
to the draft EA dated August 3, 2001. As per ARM 12.2.440, a supplement must be prepared whenever an
applicant makes a substantial change to a proposed project. As per the ARM rules, the same time periods
applicable to the draft and final EA apply to the circulation and review of supplements.

The supplement is enclosed for your review. Questions and comments will be accepted until May 9, 2001.
Please direct your questions or comments to Biologist Tim Thier, P.O. Bor 507, Trego, MT 59934. After a two-
week comment period, we expect to have responded to all comments and will have a decision completed by

the end of May. lf you have any questions, please contact Tim Thier at 8E2-4697.

Sincerely,

Kk:{%
Regional SuPervisor

DV/nli
Enclosure
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Ve:vet Ridge Suppl● menta:Dran EA
Pago 2
Apri1 25,2001

c:John Smart,125 Humbott Loop,h:● na,5蜘 1
Cett Backes,720 White Bagn Rd..Ka:ispell.59901
Border Pipe a Supply,Attn:Randy w● av●『,27 N Contral,Cut Bank,59427
Mark Tay:o『 ,130 N Last Chan∞ Gulch,Ho:ona,59601
Camon Nofttnger,405 Tamamck Crook Road,Wh:tolsh,59937
Russel:Grov●,PO BoX 1510,Whitemh,59937
1ra Ho臓,548C:olo Ⅵ由 ,Hami‖bn,59840
David DittlofF,MT Wlldlifo FodolJtton,PO Box l175,H● |●na,59624

ぎ躙 棚 1配綿 ∫鷺 震:二 鵠 諄 露 溜 鰐 11恩 r島 4
A.J.Michnevich,955 Rock Crook Road,Clinton,59825
Marie Stavenow,Box 256.Eureka,59917
Craig Fam:ly Trust,29 ChucI蘭叩on Road,Ro:‖ ng Hil:s,CA 90274

Bonita So『enson,4850 Highway 93 VV,Whitelsh,59937
Robert aヽЛcci Hubble,4796 Highway 93 W,Whitelsh,59937
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PROPOsED EXPANS:ON OF SANDELIN'S
VELVET RIDGE ALTERNATiVE LⅣ ESTOCK OPERAT:ON

PROPOSED ACT:ON AND ALTERNAT:VES

PROpOsED ACT:ON

―  recett an initia: pplに attOn dated Apd1 14, 2000,from Jay and Kylanne ttelin to
expand the:r akematⅣ e nv40ck fadlity in Flathead County,Montana. ― reα鰤啜爛 the

applicalon on Apl1 19,2000,and accepted tho application as cornplete in a letg to the
Sande:ins dated May 17.2000.The proposed expatton to the Ve柿 餞 Ridge anematレ em′e岐。ck
fadiny iS iocated ap四 ゴmde:ソ 12m‖es northwest of the tom of Ⅵ詢nemh,MOntana.The
propeny is located on a ttbutary of Tamarack Crooに about l m‖e upstream of the creekis

∞nluence with the Sti:は   『 River. The app::cants tSando‖ nsl liVe adiaCent to the proposed
expans:on site.

The proposed expansion sne is iOcated imrned:ate!y east of the ttsting licensed altemat市 e

:梓estock fadlny(日 cense Nb.1341. The proposed anemalve l市 estock fad:ity is iocated in the
NEI/4 0f SeCtion 13:To― ip 31 North σ31N)・ Range 23 WesttR23り and wOu:d add 80 acres
to the eガsting 12‐ acre fadmy. The existing fad‖ ty is‖censed for up to 20 elk:nthe W/40f
Sedion 13,T31N,R23W.An EA and Decision Document were prepared by FWP in 1997 forthe
12‐acre anema‖ve‖vest∝まfadlity.

The app:icants propose that up to 160 a:temative livestock be a‖ owed in the 80‐ acre expansion

area on a year‐ round bas腱 5,induding l10 olk,10 white‐ta::ed deer,10 mu!e deer,1 0 caribou,10

bighom sheep,andノ or 10 mountain goats.The spedes dk受 面bu‖on,howevet wou:d be sttbiectto

change based on future market condniOns.The expansion is expeded to be∞ mpleted by the
fa‖ of 2002.The combined existing and proposed altemat梓e:梓estock fad:ny wOuld∞ ntain up to

1 80 altemative livestock on 92 acres.

Purposes of the proposed anemat市 e‖vestock facility indude breeding stock,meat and anuer
production, trophy sa:es, and other activilies such as photography.  The app:icants have

indicated,however,that shooting of altemative livestock by the public would not be a‖ oぃにxl at the

sne. Anema‖ ve‖vestock to occupy the expanded fadlity would be procured from :icensed
fadiit:es;howeve鳥 none have been ident:ned at this time. Vttld anima:s would be removed from

the endosure by app:icants priorto:icensing by― .

Fence construdion would be completed in accordance v血 h requirements of FWP under ARM
12.6.1531. Fendng would∞ nsist of 8‐foot high,high‐teng:e,Tghtlock stee:wire fencing on
stee:posts,Ⅵ戯h higherfendng on steep slopes. The fence bottoms would be insta‖ ed to provide

not more than 3 inches of ground dearance.No extedor gates would be constructed for the
proposed expansion fence(expansion area would be connected to the ettsting 12‐ acre faci:19.

A hand!ing and quarantine fad:ity located:n the eガ sting 12‐acre alemat市 el:vestock fadlny

would be used forthe proposed new fad:ny.

A dran Environmenta:Assessment(EAl was prepared for the innia‖ y prOposed expansion and

was dist面 buted for public cornment on August 3,2000.PubliC∞ mment was acceメ ed un籠 :

August 25,2000. Fo:lowing the pub::c comment peFiOd,a ttnal site宙 sit was conduded at the

proieCt Sne by FttVP personneito discuss vattous issues with the Sandelins. During this site visl,

Mro Sande::n stated that he was considenng amending the proiect sO that a 25‐ foot st百 p of:and

on the noFth bOundary of the eDlisting 12‐acre altemative livestock facility be included in the

expanSiOn prolect. The intent ofthis indusion was twofold:
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To provide an deyway for efficient movement of altemative tivestock from the future
expansion pens past the north boundary of the e{sting 12-aqe facility and finally
emptying into the o<isting handling and quarantine eroe.

2. To provide .a double-fencing situation on the northem boundary of bcfih the existing
facility and the proposed expansion.

ln a letter dated February g, 2001, and recelved at FWP on February 16, 2q)1, Mr- Sandelin
confirmed that he rvould lke to proceed with amending the original expansion proJea to indude
the 2$foot strip along the north comer of the eldsting lz-ecre facility in the expansion project and
provided a mep of the snended pmjecf flan (see attached map). That 2S-acre slrip had been
exduded fmm the odginal l2-acre facility under stipulation to serve as a buffer zone for filtration
of any potential runoff frun the fadlity due to ils wetland nature. ln reviewing the request, F\n P
determined that the requesf consilituted a substantial clrange in a proposed aclion, and as such, a
supplemental EA should be prepared to review the requesil and provide an opportunity for
additional puHic comment

ALTERNATIVES

One altemative, the No Action altemative, is evaluated in this supplemental EA. Under the No
Action altemative, FWP would not authorize the addition of the 2$foot strip of land bordering the
north fenceline of the existing 12-aen facility to be included in the proposed expansion project.
Therefore, no altemative livestock would be placed or allowed in the proposed 2$,acre strip of
land. lmplementation of the No Adion altemative would not preclude other aciivities allowed
under local, state, and federal laws to take place at the proposed altemative livestock site. The
expansion project would be completed upon authorization as initially proposed without inclusion
of the 2$foot strip of land.

AFFECTED ETwIRONMENT

The affeded environment evaluated in this supplemental EA consists of a 2$foot strip of land
approximately 1000 feet long, which borders the north fenceline of the existing 12-aqe facility.
This strip of land represents an additional 0.57 acres of land to be induded in the proposed
expansion. Land in that area has been classified as bruslVrangeland.

ENVTRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

Verbal communications with Mr. Sandelin indicate that use of the 2$foot strip of land will be
intermittent. The applicant has stated that the 2$foot strip will be used as an alleyway to provirle
movement of altemative livestock from future expansion areas to an existing quarantine and
handling facility located on the westem edge of the cunent 12-acte facility, which was licensed in
1997. The 2$foot strip of land has been used as a buffer zone between the northem edge of the
existing facility and neighboring property since licensing of the originalfacility. ln an evaluation of
the hydrological impacts of the original 12-acte projeci by RLK Hydro, lnc., they concluded that
due to the sitty and clayey nature of the underlying soils and the nearly level tenain, the migration
of surface runoff will be limited. The 2$foot buffer zone was intended to acl as a catchment and
treatment zone for any nutrients or microbes generated wilhin the project area. To fundion
properly, this 25-foot vegetative strip was to be lefi undisturbed.

Environmental consequences of the indusion of this 2$foot strip must be considered in
conjunction with the potential environmental impads of the proposed EGacre expansion and the
eisting 12-acre facility. The original 12-aue facitity was evaluated based on a ma:<imum of 20
attemative livestock on 12 acres. The cunent expansion is being evalualed on the basis of a
ma:<imum of 160 animals on a total of 92 acres. The presence of the 2$foot vegetative buffer on
the north boundary was included as a dipulation on the original facilily since all animals were to
be confined within the original 12 acres. lt is anticipated that actually fewer animals wilt be
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present on the original l2-ecre sile in the futura due to the lncraased speco allowed by the 8G
acre expansion.

The SGacre expansion consists of land more suitaHe forgrazlng for elk and other ungutates than
the origin l 12-acra site due to drier condilions ln the upland aro8s. lmmediate and torprterm
effects of the expanCon would mosil likely be to decrease graziltg prassuro end uso on fre
edstlng l2-acre fadlity- As a result, the pdentialfor a redudlon of vegetetve cover, and the
resulting lncrcasg ln runofi and etosion, should also be reduced. Surface runoff is not eeeded to
leave the lmmediate area o(cofl dudng the spring perlod. Groundunter is h confined, semi-
confined, and/or lou penneable. dayey, gladal deposits, u,hich groatly reduces the potential for
contamination. Thus, the necessity for the 2$,foot vegdative brfier ls reduced. given the
construciion of the EGacre expansion.

A secondary benefit of fencing the 2$foot vegetative bufier is that it will result in essedially a
double fence for pens with s'hich it borders.

EA SUPPLEMENT CONCLUSION

Based on the criteria evaluated in this supplement to the EA for an expansion of the Sandelin
Velvet Ridge altemative Svestock operation, an EIS is not required. Any impads relevant to this
supplement have been addressed both in this supplement and in the EA conducted on the
expansion project.

Consideration of the No Aclion altemative would result in the second fence not being construded
and greater difficulty in moving animals from the SGacre expansion to the quarantine and holding
facilities. lt would also not provide for a double-fence situation on the norlhem boundary of the
eisting 12-aqe facility. Therefore, il is FWP's recommendation to accept this proposal as the
prefened altemative for this supplement.

STIPULANONS AND MInGATION MEASURES

As a result of this supplemental EA, stipulation No. 2 of the EA draft dated August 3, 20O0, which
was conducted on the Sandelin Velvet Ridge expansion, will be eliminated. That stiputation is as
follows:

1. A 2$foot vegetative bufferzone shall be maintained between the northem perimeter of
the existing l2-acre portion of the altemative livestock enclosure and the adjacent
property line. (Note: The purpose of this buffer zone is to filter out sediment, nutrients,' and microorganisrns from the runoffthat may come fiom the enclosure area.)

The following stipulations will be added to the EA based on the conclusions of this supplemental
EA:

1. The 2$foot strip of land will be used primarily as an alleytvay for the movement of
animals between various pens and pastures. Animals will be allowed to utilize the 25-
foot strip for grazing purposes only between July 1 and November 1 of each year to help
proted the existing vegetation.

2. The 25-foot strip of land will not be enclosed and included within the exterior boundaries
of the facility until at least the firsil phase of the requested 80 acre expansion has been
completed.

Stipulation No. 1 is intended to minimize potential compadion and vegetative disruption of the
originally eslablished buffer zone during the wet portion of the year. Runoff is most likely to occur
during spring, and the fundionality of the buffer zone would likely remain if it is not grazed during
the spring period.
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No.2 is in口薇
"tO Nre that animaidongty b reduced wnhin th0 0的

ina1 12‐ acre

fadlity p‖orto alicwゴ ng use ofthe 25‐ foot st‖ p Of:and. This shin ln anirna:use should reduce the

negative:mpadsfrom h瞬 ョvy grazlng,such as lncreased runott A decrease in runtt and stocking
density翻::decrease the need forthe 23foot vegetatⅣ o buren

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Copies of this EA supflernentwill be sent to alladJoining landowners and potentially eded
lnterests. Comrnents on this supplement witl be soliqled for a 14-day period, beginning April25,
2fi11, and ending May 9. 2fi11. During the public comment poriod, cofles of this sttPpbment may
be obtalned from the FllF weBilte at rnw.frvp.state.rrt.us/ or by contacling Nancy tW 8t 752-
4579.

Persons msponsible for pnpadng this supplement:

Tim Feldner, Altematirc Livestoct Program
Fish, Wildlife &Parts, Erforcemeril DMsion
P.O. Box 200701
Helena, MT 59620
Phone (a06) a{a-ag3g

Tim Thiet FWP Wildlife Etiologisil
Fish, Wildlife & Parks, Region 1

P.O. Box 507
Trego, MT 59934
Phone (406) 8E2.{697
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